How to care for God’s Creation

(slide 2) God said to Adam and Eve: “Look! I have given you every seed-bearing plant throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food. And I have given every green plant as food for all the wild animals, the birds in the sky, and the small animals that scurry along the ground – everything that has life.” And that is what happened. Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good.  

(Genesis 1:29-31)

Paradise: where everything and everyone lived happily together. No fear of pain or death. No fear of one another. Isn’t that what every creature is longing for? 

(slide 3) But paradise didn’t last. God had given Adam and Eve free will, and they used that free will to make a bad choice: to acquire knowledge of good and evil. And it is through mankind’s choice that the whole of creation was condemned to pain, fear and death. 

(slide 4) Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. 

(Romans 8: 20-21)

Nothing less than paradise will end creation’s misery. As long as animals depend on eating one another, they will live in fear, pain and decay. And no one but God himself has the power to restore paradise and to do away with death. And the Good News is that he has promised to do so, when the time is ripe.

(slide 5) Before Jesus returned to his Father in heaven, he made it clear to his followers that one-day he would be coming back. However, his second coming would be very different. While entering the world as a helpless baby born by a peasant in a little-known town was his first arrival, the next time he will come in power and for the whole world to see. The first time he came to save us. The second time he will come to reinstate paradise.

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be strange signs in the sun, moon and stars. And here on earth the nations will be in turmoil, perplexed by the roaring seas and strange tides. People will be terrified at what they see coming upon the earth, for the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then everyone will see the Son of Man coming on a cloud with power and great glory. So when all these things begin to happen, stand and look up, for your salvation is near.

Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear.”

(Luke 21: 25-28 + 33)

(slide 6) And the apostle Peter elaborated on this, when he wrote: “Then the heavens will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very elements themselves will disappear in fire. On that day, God will set the heavens on fire, and the elements will melt away in the flames. But we are looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.” (2 Peter 3: 12-13)
In fact, in this day and age it is not difficult to imagine our planet being destroyed by fire. 

(slide 7) Wildfires are becoming more numerous and wide-ranging (as we have recently seen in California).   

(slide 8) droughts are turning vast stretches of land into deserts
(slide 9) volcanos spewing the insides of the Earth into the atmosphere
(slide 10) lightning storms of bizarre formations are criss-crossing the sky
(slide 11) warfare engulfs every continent with ever more destructive weapons
(slide 12) and there is the thread of meteoroids being hurled out of space
So what does all this mean for our daily life? If the end is nigh, what is worth striving for in this world?

(slide 13) There is the famous quote from Martin Luther, saying: “Even if I knew the world was coming to an end tomorrow, I would still plant an apple tree today.”

Pretty stupid, I thought the first time I heard it, but after having planted hundreds of apple trees, of which at least one third never lived long enough to produce fruit, his words are beginning to make sense. 

So what about our relationship to this planet: if it will pass away anyway, why should we care for it? Well, you could say that about people, too: Why care for them, when we all die anyway? We care because God cares, here and now. We care, because we love God’s creation and want to share God’s love with it. We care, because God told us to be good stewards of all he has made, to take care of it not only for our own benefit, but for natures benefit, too.

This is very different from the agenda of governments and politicians, and a lot of the general population as well. A lot of what is being sold as caring for the environment or going green is in fact leading to the whole-scale destruction of God’s creation for the sake of satisfying human greed. We’re told that, in order to halt air pollution and global warming, we have to produce more and more so called green energy. Energy for transport to enable people and goods to travel everywhere quickly, energy to power all the electric tools and machinery that take over people’s jobs, energy for our entertainment gadgets to replace our need for our own creativity, and energy to produce ever more highly sophisticated weapons to threaten one another. 

(slide 14) When it comes to transport, I’ve always relied on my bicycle. I’m used to transporting everything on my bicycle, be it my weekly shopping, sacks of sheep fodder, a new carpet or a water butt. Like most people in the world, I’ve always lived without a car. Sure, now and again I do profit from getting a lift with someone, especially when it involves really heavy stuff to shift from one place to another. But I’ve always wondered about the meaning of driving your car to a leisure centre in order to spend your energy on a stationary exercise bike or running belt. Why not cycle or run in the first place instead of using a car?

(slide 15) I’m fortunate to have a piece of land, where I can grow my own food. Mind you, it’s a lot of work. I don’t use power tools. I’m digging with a spade, carrying stuff in my hand cart or wheelbarrow, using a hand operated Apple Master for coring and peeling, and of course instead of using pesticides, I’m making use of natural protection, like netting or eggshells or sheep wool. I remember the evenings spent with my hand mower cutting the grass for an hour after school every night. I called it my workout. 

(slide 16) Now I’ve got sheep to do the job for me. Yes, they’re producing methane, like all mammals, but they’re also keeping the ground firm and well fertilised and provide wool for weaving and for using as slug protection on the vegetable beds. 

(slide 17) In the summer and autumn I go foraging. We’re so fortunate here with an abundance of berries and hazelnuts (and mushrooms for those who like them). Again, it’s a lot of work, especially cracking the hazelnuts all year round for my breakfast cereal, but it saves all the transport and packaging needed for buying them in the supermarket. 

(slide 18) I The more time I spend in nature, the more I feel for it. I feel for the wildlife, robbed of their habitat. I feel for the trees being claimed by wildfires or being felled for more roads and houses and electricity pylons. I hurt with the suffering creation and that’s why I do what I can to prevent or eliminate its pain. Yet I’m not trying to safe or preserve this world. 

(slide 19) It’s like caring for a terminally ill person or for a severely disabled child. You can either try out every medical intervention there is in order to keep the person alive, even if doing so creates an enormous amount of suffering. I watched a documentary where this was done with highly epileptic children. It was horrendous. 

Alternatively, you can make the person as comfortable and happy as possible right now, in the belief that there is a future after death.

The same is true when caring for our planet. Most environmental programmes these days are fuelled by the fear that Earth is dying with nowhere for us to live. It’s about making sure that we humans can carry on with our comfortable lives. Nature is just there to serve us. 

(slide 20) Therefore the whole of the Highlands are being plastered with wind farms, and huge electricity pylons crisscross every strath and hillside. Who cares about the migrating birds being chopped up by the blades or put off their flight path? Who cares about scores of wildlife losing their habitat? 

(slide 21) Or take the materials needed for batteries to store more and more electricity – for solar energy or electric cars. Those materials are mined by slave labour, destroying vast areas of wildlife habitat and causing enormous pollution. 

(slide 22) Or, worst of all, take the hundreds and thousands of satellites being shot into space to enable the ever-increasing electronic communication devices to function. Apparently, they are the greatest pollutants in our universe, yet we are constantly told to “go green” by switching from paper to digital. 

(slide 23) If we really care about this planet, the first thing we have to do is to drastically reduce our electricity and fuel consumption and rely much more on the strength of our own body, be it in terms of transport, work, recreation or interaction. We’d have to copy the life style of people in the so-called developing world, instead of encouraging them to develop like us. 

(slide 24) The problem with much of the “climate action” is that it’s driven by fear and human selfishness. Whereas when we act out of love for Earth and the life it supports, our aim is not to keep this planet going as long as we can. It’s rather to prevent or eliminate as much suffering as possible in the knowledge that one day our planet will die and make room for a better place to live. It leads to finding ways of producing and distributing energy without destroying the natural habitat. It’s a very different approach with a very different outcome.

As Christians we know that this blighted world has to come to an end in order to restore paradise. For those who don’t believe in Jesus’ prophecies there is no realistic hope for the future. This planet is dying. The end.

But for Christians it isn’t the end. Just as individual death is not the end but a stepping-stone to eternal life, so the end of this world is preceding the new one. Our task here on Earth is to show God’s love in action, and this includes love for all of his creation. When we act out of love, we proclaim what is to come, which is a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness, where “There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away” (Revelation 21: 4). 

(slide 25) This is the place that Christians long for, that the whole of creation is yearning for. This is our future, a glorious future, something to look forward to when everything around us is breaking down. Lift up your heads and rejoice, for your salvation is near!

(slide26) So I think we have to be careful not to jump on the bandwagon of “Save our Earth”. We have to make sure we act out of love, not fear. We have to question whether what is proclaimed as “environmentally friendly” is really benefiting nature or is just another way of satisfying human greed. And above all, we have to be clear about what we hope for: not an extended suffering of this fallen creation, but sharing our redemption with all life that God has made, now and in the future Heaven and Earth without pain, fear and death. 

Let us pray.
Jesus, you told us beforehand what is to come in the last days before your return. When we look around us at all the disasters befalling our world, it is easy to despair. The hurricanes get stronger, wildfires become more numerous and floods and droughts more pronounced. Many well-meant inventions and initiatives are turning out to make things worse, not better, and the scientists tell us that time is running out. 

But your words were intended to prepare us for what is coming and to let us know that the end leads to a new beginning. Help us to believe that in all this chaos you are still in charge. You are the alpha and the omega, the one who was and is and is to come. Let our hope never be extinguished and our love for you and for all you created and entrusted to us never grow cold. And with the last words of the Bible we call: “Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.”
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