BASIS OF PARISH GROUPING
The congregation of Inverness Crown (SC0108159) and the congregation of Old High St Stephen's  (SC0035073) (shall form a Parish Grouping for a period of up to 11 months from the first  day of February 2025, and that on the following terms and conditions:

1. Name:  The name of the Parish Grouping shall be Midmills Church Parish Grouping.  

2. Territorial Responsibility:  The bounds to be served by the Parish Grouping shall be as already advised by the Presbytery of Inverness and West Moray – now part of CIE or as the Presbytery may determine.

3. Property and Funds:  The property and funds belonging to or held on behalf of each congregation shall remain the property and funds of each congregation as at present.

4. Kirk Sessions:              The Moderator of the Crown Church Kirk Session is Rev Douglas Robertson.   The Interim Moderator  of the OHSS Kirk Session is Aileen Binnie.   The two Kirk Sessions will come together to discuss specific issues as and when required.  Currently Crown meet 6 times per year and OHSS 8 times per year.   A joint meeting of the two Kirk Sessions has been arranged for November 2024 and will continue quarterly if required.   

5. Congregational Management:  The temporal affairs of each congregation shall be administered as at present.  

6. Ministry Team:  The Ministry Team shall be 

Crown – Rev Douglas Robertson

OHSS  Locum – Rev James Bissett

Jackie MacKenzie – Youth Worker – note that Jackie is locally funded by Young Crown which is operated as a separate charity. 

7. Ministry Team Support:  The stipend of the minister(s) shall be payable in terms of the National Stipend Scheme.
8. Manse(s):  
The Crown manse is currently occupied by Rev Douglas Robertson and his wife. The OHSS manse is currently rented out.  

9. Areas of Co-operation:  The following areas are currently shared:

	A
	Sweaty Church (OHSS) meets every two months

	B
	SNAC (Crown) meets monthly

	C
	Friendship Club (Crown) meets fortnightly

	D
	Memorable Melodies (OHSS) – meets monthly

	E
	Alpha – to meet in September

	F
	Fit as a Fiddle – meets fortnightly

	G
	Advent/Lent Calendars/Parish Newsletter

	H
	Other charities such as Blythswood, 1668 cafe, Giving trees at Christmas

	I
	Young Crown – set up as separate charity but Trustees from both congregations

	J
	Launchpad – set up as separate charity but Trustees from both congregations. 

	K 
	Christian Aid – annual appeal 


Going forward it may be possible to combine both newsletters.

Crown have contact with North Street Church, Kingston, Jamaica and an invitation to visit Jamaica is likely to be given in 2025 with a reciprocal visit to the UK in 2026.

10. Power to Adjust:  
While the articles and terms shall form the Basis of Parish Grouping for the congregations now agreeing, the congregations shall be free, like any other congregation, to adjust arrangements under the authority of the Presbytery as need may arise.   
