
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have two Sunday Morning Services and Douglas is continuing to broadcast the service 
on Sunday mornings at 11.00 am. To watch these and previous recordings please go to the 
Crown Church Facebook page (a Facebook account is not required to see the service).  

 

Sunday 7th July     Morning Worship at  9.30am and 11.00am followed by  

       special prayers 

Sunday 14th July            Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11.00am 

Sunday 21st July            Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11.00am 

Sunday 28th July            Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11.00am 

 

Sunday 4th August  Morning Worship at  9.30am and 11.00am followed by  

      special prayers 

Sunday 11th August Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11.00am 

Sunday 18th August Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11.00am 

Sunday 25th August Morning Worship at 9.30 am and 11.00am 

 

Sunday 1st September   The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at 9.30am and    
      11.00am followed by special prayers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God.’ Romans 15:7 
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From the Minister 

Dear Members and Friends of Crown Church, 

Let’s talk about Christmas. I know that sounds a bit odd 
in July, but bear with me please. It’s no coincidence that 
I was thinking about this while literally packing for a  
holiday…. 

 

It has become common practice (at least in America) to 
refer to Christmas as “the holidays”, to say “happy     
holidays” instead of “happy Christmas”, and I do        
understand why. Not everybody is Christian and some 
people might feel left out of the universal fun and party 
atmosphere of Christmastime if we use a specifically 
Christian word to refer to it. 

 

But this attempt to de-Christianize Christmas has always amused me. The word 
“holiday” is just a contraction of the phrase “holy day”, which also traces back to 
the Judeo-Christian practice of the Sabbath: a day set apart from the ordinary days 
of the week to refocus our thoughts and our lives on God. 

Many of us will take a holiday over the summer, but how many of us will           
specifically think about it as a time to focus on God? It is certainly a time away 
from the ordinary days of our lives, but for what purpose?  

 

Might I suggest recreation. That’s another interesting word. We pronounce it      
differently, but try emphasising the ree- and then think about what the second part 
means -creation: i.e. giving time and space to allow God to rework his creation in 
us, to renew us, remodel us, reshape us and reorient us. 

 

We tend to do holidays or recreation away from home, which probably helps us to 
think a little bit differently, to experience new parts of his creation, to see different 
cultures, to learn new things about this amazing world and to inspire thanksgiving 
and joy. But even if you are at home and not planning any holidays as such, why 
not try a few holy days throughout the summer instead, days set apart to enjoy 
God’s creation, to pray, to read your Bible, and to experience God’s re-creation.  

 

So, as Alison and I head off to visit family overseas, we wish you all Happy Holy 
Days! 

 

Douglas 



 

Crown 20/20  

The Congregational Meeting held on the 19th June gave unanimous approval to the 
plans presented by Crown 20/20 for a new entrance through glass doors at the    
Kingsmills side of our church.  

The full extent of these plans and helpful images can be found on the website. We will 
now begin to address the details, and start to look for grant funding for much of the 
approximately £600,000 which the plans will cost.  

 

 

 

The projected new entrance foyer  

 

 

 



Open Doors July 1st to August 16th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please help to keep the church open through the summer holidays again. We’ve 
been doing this for a couple of years now and if you’ve helped out before, you will 
remember that it can be a very rewarding thing to do. If you’ve never done it      
before, would you consider giving two hours of your time to help? You won’t be 
alone, there are always at least two people here. 

Who comes in?   

Lots of local families come in, particularly in the mornings. This year Jackie is     
continuing to run the Toddler Group as closed sessions on Wednesday and    
Thursday mornings but people like to pop by for company on other days as well. 
Some of our regular Toddler Group parents and 9.30am Service parents have     
already signed up to help welcome others during Open Doors. They appreciate 
having somewhere welcoming to meet for a chat and have a sense of belonging. 
Being a parent can be hard, perhaps you remember that? 

 

Sometimes people from the neighbourhood come in and say that they have often 
thought of venturing in but never felt confident enough to come on a Sunday. Last 
year two people started coming to Friendship Club and then Sunday Service after 
popping in through Open Doors. Going somewhere new can be stressful,   
perhaps you know the feeling? 

 

Tourists and holiday makers come in. In many other countries it is normal for the 
church buildings to be open through the week. Visitors sometimes expect just to 
have a quick peek but will be happy to be welcomed in to see and hear more about 
our church. Impressions are important, can we give someone a happy 
memory? 



What do we have to do? 

Just be here and ready to help. You can be on the rota with someone who is already 
familiar with the routine. If you get into conversation with visitors, it can be nice to 
offer a cup of coffee and a biscuit. This will all be on hand. There is a printed list of 
instructions to guide you through opening and locking up. Just be ready and   
willing. 

 

Why Bother-The most important question! 

Jesus said Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all you soul, and with all 
your strength and love your neighbour as you love yourself.  

What a wonderful opportunity we have to do this, just by having the doors open. 

Rightly, we come on a Sunday to worship. We are a close (perhaps closed?) group 
of individuals who praise and want to serve God.  Let’s also keep our church buzzing 
all week with Christian folk who have God’s love in their hearts.  

You don’t have to prepare anything only be here and be ready for whatever       
happens. It’s very often just listening to people. Everyone has a story to tell- happy, 
sad, exciting or hopeless. The Gospel is all about stories and relationships - with God 
through Jesus. We don’t have to preach just serve our neighbours by making them 
welcome and see where it goes. It might be the start of someone’s journey. 

How do I sign up? 

Speak to Lesley McRoberts or Pat Crippin.  

Lesley McRoberts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH ON SUNDAY 

We are very grateful to those who have donated money so that we can arrange 
flowers for our Sunday Services in July and August . 

There is a new flower chart for 2024 in the Midmills corridor. If you would like to      
donate flowers on a particular Sunday please add your name to the list and Ruby 
will then be in touch with you to discuss what you would like. Ruby Coe (225467) 

 



 

125th Anniversary of Crown Church 

 

Plans are now in place to run an exhibition which will be open to the public during 
the fortnight around the 125th anniversary of our church –from the 15th to the 29th        
September.  

There will be some of the historical panels which were prepared for the centenary     
exhibition on show, and a selection of new ones, some of which we know are      
already being prepared by different groups within the congregation to highlight 
current activities and concerns. Appropriate card is available from the office. 

If you personally, or a group to which you belong, are preparing  a panel (usually 
a mix of photographs with short explanations), we would be grateful if these could 
be handed in to the office by the end of August in order for there to be time to 
have them laminated.  

In addition we are particularly keen for people to think about their involvement in 
Crown Church during the past 25 years, and to ensure a panel is prepared for     
anything which might not still be happening but which was important at the time. 

 



A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE… 



 



Calling All Gardeners! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The church urgently needs some volunteers to help with both the church and the 
manse gardens. No gardening experience necessary, just a willingness to help out. 

 
Even if you are only able to offer some assistance occasionally, that would           

nevertheless be a big help. 
 

Anyone interested, please contact Bob Forrest, Session Clerk. 
 

sessionclerk@crown-church.co.uk 



 

Daily Bible Readings for July and August   

Sunday, June 30, 2024, 1 John 3:1-7  See What Love the Father Has    
Given Us 

Monday, July 1, 2024, 1 John 2:7-9  A New Commandment 

Tuesday, July 2, 2024, 1 John 2:15-17  Do Not Love the Things in the World 

Wednesday, July 3, 2024, 1 John 3:8-10  Children of the Devil 

Thursday, July 4, 2024, 1 John 3:11-12  We Must Not Be Like Cain 

Friday, July 5, 2024, 1 John 3:13-14  Do Not Be Astonished 

Saturday, July 6, 2024, 1 John 3:15 Hatred is the Same as Murder 

 

Sunday, July 7, 2024, 1 John 3:16-24 Loving Each Other 

Monday, July 8, 2024, 1 John 4:1-3 Testing the Spirits 

Tuesday, July 9, 2024, 1 John 4:4-6 We are From God 

Wednesday, July 10, 2024, 1 John 4:7-8 Love is From God 

Thursday, July 11, 2024, 1 John 4:9-10 In This is Love 

Friday, July 12, 2024, 1 John 4:11-12 God's Love is Perfected In Us 

Saturday, July 13, 2024, 1 John 4:13-16a God Has Given Us His Spirit 

 

Sunday, July 14, 2024 1 John 4:7-21 God is Love 

Monday, July 15, 2024, 1 John 4:16b-17 God Abides in Us 

Tuesday, July 16, 2024, 1 John 4:18 Perfect Love Casts Out Fear 

Wednesday, July 17, 2024, 1 John 4:19 God First Loved Us 

Thursday, July 18, 2024, 1 John 4:20-21 Love for Our Siblings 

Friday, July 19, 2024, 1 John 5:1 Born of God 

Saturday, July 20, 2024, 1 John 5:2-3 God's Commandments Are Not Burdensome 

 

Sunday, July 21, 2024, 1 John 5:1-6  Spirit is the Truth 

Monday, July 22, 2024, 1 John 5:4-5  Faith Conquers the World 

Tuesday, July 23, 2024, 1 John 5:6-8  The Spirit, The Water, and The Blood 

Wednesday, July 24, 2024, 1 John 5:9  Human Testimony and God's Testimony 

Thursday, July 25, 2024, 1 John 5:10  Testimony in Our Hearts 

Friday, July 26, 2024, 1 John 5:11-12 This is the Testimony 

Saturday, July 27, 2024, 1 John 5:13 Why John is Writing 



 Sunday, July 28, 2024, 1 John 5:9-13 God's Testimony 

Monday, July 29, 2024, 1 John 5:14-15 Boldness in Prayer 

Tuesday, July 30, 2024, 1 John 5:16-17 Mortal Sin 

Wednesday, July 31, 2024, 1 John 5:18 God Protects Us 

Thursday, August 1, 2024, 1 John 5:19 The Power of the Evil One 

Friday, August 2, 2024, 1 John 5:20 Understanding 

Saturday, August 3, 2024, 1 John 5:21 

 

Sunday, August 4, 2024, Daniel 2:24-49 Nebuchadnezzar's Dream          
Interpreted 

Monday, August 5, 2024, Daniel 1:1-2 Nebuchadnezzar conquers Jerusalem 

Tuesday, August 6, 2024, Daniel 1:3-7 Four Young Israelites at the Babylonian 
Court 

Wednesday, August 7, 2024, Daniel 1:8-21 God Favours the Four Young Israelites 

Thursday, August 8, 2024, Daniel 2:1-11 Nebuchadnezzar's Dream 

Friday, August 9, 2024, Daniel 2:12-16 Nebuchadnezzar's Rage 

Saturday, August 10, 2024, Daniel 2:17-23 God Reveals Nebuchadnessar's Dream 

 

Sunday, August 11, 2024, Daniel 3:1 [2-7] 8-30 The Fiery Furnace 

Monday, August 12, 2024, Daniel 4:1-18 Nebuchadnezzar's Second Dream 

Tuesday, August 13, 2024, Daniel 4:19-27 Daniel Interprets the King's Second 
Dream 

Wednesday, August 14, 2024, Daniel 4:28-33 Nebuchadnezzar's Humiliation 

Thursday, August 15, 2024, Daniel 4:34-37 Nebuchadnezzar praises God 

Friday, August 16, 2024, Daniel 5:1-12 Belshazzar’s Feast 

Saturday, August 17, 2024, Daniel 5:13-30 The Writing on the Wall 

 

Sunday, August 18, 2024, Daniel 6:6-27  The Lions' Pit 

Monday, August 19, 2024, Daniel 6:1-3 Daniel Distinguishes Himself 

Tuesday, August 20, 2024, Daniel 6:4-5 The Jealousy of the Presidents and Satraps 

Wednesday, August 21, 2024, Daniel 6:6-9 The Plot Against Daniel 

Thursday, August 22, 2024, Daniel 6:10-11 Daniel's Faithfulness 

Friday, August 23, 2024, Daniel 6:14-18  Darius' Fear for Daniel 

Saturday, August 24, 2024, Daniel 6:25-28  Darius' Decree 



Sunday, August 25, 2024, Daniel 7:1-18  The Four Beasts 

Monday, August 26, 2024, Daniel 8  The Goat and Ram 

Tuesday, August 27, 2024, Daniel 9:1-19  Daniel's Prayer for the People 

Wednesday, August 28, 2024, Daniel 9:20-27  The Seventy Weeks 

Thursday, August 29, 2024, Daniel 10  Conflict of Nations and Heavenly Powers 

Friday, August 30, 2024, Daniel 11:1-39  Conflict of Nations and Heavenly Powers 

Saturday, August 31, 2024, Daniel 11:40-45 The Time of the End 

 

Sunday, September 1, 2024, Daniel 12:1-3; 5-13 The End of Days 

Monday, September 2, 2024, Daniel 12:1 Written in the Book 

Tuesday, September 3, 2024, Daniel 12:2-3 Resurrection 

Wednesday, September 4, 2024, Daniel 12:4 Daniel’s Directive 

Thursday, September 5, 2024, Daniel 12:5-7  The Timing of the End 

Friday, September 6, 2024, Daniel 12:8-10 The Wise Shall Understand 

Saturday, September 7, 2024, Daniel 12:11-13  You Shall Rise for Your Reward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are planning to run an Alpha course in the Autumn, jointly 
with OHSS.   

The Alpha course is evangelistic and seeks to introduce the    
basics of the Christian faith through a series of talks and       
discussions. It is described as "an opportunity to explore the 
meaning of life".  It is delivered over an 11-week period and in 
doing so can create a space, in our church, where people are 
excited to bring their friends for a conversation about faith, life 
and God.   

A team of volunteers is required. We need a team with a good mix of skills and we 
would encourage anyone in the church who has experience of this or similar type of 
event to consider joining us. The target start date is Monday 23rd September 2024 
but the organising team will convene in the next month or so to discuss the latest         
developments in the content, advertising and delivery of an Alpha course. 

Please contact Brian Macgill in the first instance brian.macgill@outlook.com 

 

Brian Macgill 



Friends of The Far North Line Conference in the Upper Hall  
 
Last Saturday the 15th of June was very busy with people 
coming from all over Scotland to use our facilities which are 
ideally situated within an easy walk from the city centre. Our 
Church was ideal for having over 60 people between the two 
conferences taking place in the sanctuary and the upper hall.  

The Olive Grove volunteers did the catering and were congratulated by many of the 
attendees for the food and service. 
Liz Gray 
 



Launchpad 

Launchpad has had a bumper year, approving 21 applications for grants for such 
things as art equipment, home decorating supplies, bikes, laptops, a sewing       
machine, a mobility rollator, and help to buy an accordion . 

As a consequence of working in partnership with Beechwood Recovery Centre, 
many more grants have found their way to applicants living as far away as Wick and 
Moray. People who have successfully completed Beechwood’s very much lauded   
recovery programme from addiction find it is vital to continue the progress on        
returning home by being able to become absorbed in a hobby or work, and we are 
delighted to be able to help with a small grant. There does not appear to be any 
other charity which helps in this way. 

Gus McGowan our Administrator has streamlined the process by which we receive 
applications and references by moving these on to email in almost all cases, and 
this of course cuts down costs and the time it takes to bring everything together.  

Much of the work of collecting references and arranging interviews is carried out by 
herself, and Liz Forbes our Treasurer ensures successful applicants can make their 
purchase promptly. The Board are very supportive and have been busy carrying out 
interviews on a monthly basis. We are sorry to see the retiral of Sheena Ferguson, 
David Crippin and Alan Nelson this year and would be delighted to hear from        
anyone who would like to join us in continuing this work.  

We are grateful to the Benefact Trust for their grant which has enabled us to help 
so many people in this past year. Our Big Book Sale once again raised almost 
£1,000 and we will be running another in February 2025, so please plan to recycle  
some of the books you have enjoyed this year by bringing them to us to sell, and be 
able to take home another selection to keep you reading happily and inexpensively. 

Eileen Ardern 

Convener  

 

Guild Summer Coffee Mornings 

 

The Guild will hold Coffee Mornings in the Olive Grove on 
Tuesday 30th July and Tuesday, 27th August from 10.15 
am.   

All are welcome for home baking and chat! 



LIFE AND WORK 

July  

 

Beyond Chariots of Fire 
Jackie Macadam reports on the 100th anniversary of 
Eric Liddell’s Olympic gold. 

Assembly 2024 
Six pages of reports and pictures. 
John Williams’ 50 years of service to the Assembly. 

The Scottish Parliament’s First Home 
25th anniversary of the reopening in the Church of 
Scotland Assembly Hall. 

Our Presbyteries 
The Presbytery of Fife 

Thinking ‘Outside the Box’ 
The Rev Scott Rennie introduces a new series          
reflecting on the work of the General Trustees 

Uncomfortable Truths 
Elijah Obinna and Mirella Yandoli consider the lessons of an ecumenical pilgrimage to   
Jamaica, confronting the legacy of slavery. 

Regulars 
Reflection by the Rev Dr Richard Frazer 
The Rev Ruth Kennedy on digital church 
Bible Study by the Very Rev Dr Colin Sinclair 
My Church: Margaret Brusasco-Mackenzie of St Andrew’s Church, Brussels 
Youth: Young Adult Volunteer Lydia Chon 

 

Plus: Official updates from the Faith Action Programme and Assembly Trustees, readers’ 
pictures, news, letters and reviews – all for £3.50.  

Buy or subscribe, in print or digital, at www.lifeandwork.org/subscribe, or 
speak to your church’s Life and Work promoter. 

Online 
 Visit www.lifeandwork.org for more news, and exclusive features.  

You can also find us at facebook.com/leadwork or on Twitter @cofslifeandwork and now 
on Instagram. 

 

Life and Work has published a FREE four page General Assembly Special    
Supplement for 2024 summarising some of the key decisions, debates and 

speeches from the week that can be viewed here – full link https://
www.lifeandwork.org/resources/general-assembly-2024-special-supplement 

 

 



  



Welcome Team 

 

July 7th       John and Marion Barbour, Douglas and Jane Wilson   

July 14th    John and Marion Barbour, Douglas and Jane Wilson   

July 21st     John and Marion Barbour, Douglas and Jane Wilson   

July 28th     John and Marion Barbour, Douglas and Jane Wilson   

 

 

 

As we enjoy our newly refurbished premises, perhaps now more so than   
ever it is important that we can offer a friendly presence at our doorways.  

If you feel you could help, even if it is just one Sunday, please do contact 
Fiona at the Church Office.     

 

 

Readers 

July 7th   Fiona Carter 

July 14th   Jude Madeline 

July 21st   David MacKenzie 

July 28th   Margot Tuley 

 

August 4th   Gordon Cameron  

August 11th  Bruce Merchant 

August 18th  Irene Whyte 

August 25th  Sheena Ferguson  

 

 

 



NEWS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY  

Deaths 

Mr John Hastings Beattie, Drumossie Avenue, 13th May 2024 

Mr Duncan Campbell, Mayfield Road, 31st May 2024 

Mrs Elise Sharpe, Mearns House Care Home, Newton Mearns, formerly of      

Broadstone Park, 21st  June 2024 

 

Golden Wedding 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to David and Pat Crippin on the occasion of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary, July 2024 

 

***Items for the September by Sunday 25th August please!  

***Please note our new email address *** 

Please send any articles, photographs or news to :  

newsletter@crown-church.co.uk  

***  

Minister Rev Douglas Robertson, 39 Southside Road, 07547976054  

drrobertson@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Crown Church Office: office@crown-church.co.uk  01463 231140 

Session Clerk Bob Forrest: sessionclerk@crown-church.co.uk  

***  

Published by Crown Church, Inverness (Church of Scotland)  

Registered charity SC 018159  

The Church website is to be found at www.crown-church.co.uk  


